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According to a recent report by the Washington-based Drug Policy Foundation, the US reliance on
military force to stop drug trafficking in Latin America has damaged US relations in the hemisphere
without seriously affecting the flow of narcotics. In this regard, the report was critical of the Bush
administration's emphasis on military strategy to the detriment of human rights policy. According
to the report, despite crop eradication programs in the Andean region, coca leaf production has
increased 15% over the past four years, from 293,700 metric tons to 337,100 MT per year. Citing
US government data, the foundation stated that the US Defense Department's anti-drug budget
increased from zero in 1981 to US$901 million in 1993. During the same period the potency and
availability of drugs on the streets of the US increased while their street price decreased. "This
history of failure should be enough to convince policy makers that destroying drugs at their
source and attempting to seize drugs before they cross the US border is a strategy condemned to
failure," said the foundation. In addition to failing to meet the objective of reducing the supply
of illegal narcotics in the US, the policy has had a series of negative repercussions. Chief among
these has been increased militarization of Latin American countries. The foundation added that in
kidnapping foreign nationals on foreign soil in order to bring them to trial on drug charges in the
US, Washington has violated international law and undermined the sovereignty of Latin American
nations. The foundation recommended that instead of military aid, the US should provide economic
support to address the poverty and social inequality which force rural farmers in Latin America to
supply the drug trade. (Source: Inter Press Service 01/15/93)
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